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February 22, 1913
Dr. R. A. Torrey, Dean,
Bible Institute of L. A.,
Auditorium Bldg., City.
Dear Dr. Torrey:
Enclosed find copy of extracts of Dr. Keller’s letters to our Bible House, which indicate the far-reaching
influence of the distribution of Scriptures at Nan-yoh, and which will doubtless be of interest to you. At
your convenience would be pleased to have you return this. Dr. Meyer’s health since going to the
sanatorium has improved, but for the past fortnight he has been poorly and has had some temperature
every day, but was again on the up-grade when receipt of your letter of the 18th gave him a set-back. He
is, as you doubtless know, still a very sick man, and is nervous and excitable. My purpose in writing this
is to suggest that in your future letters to him you avoid the use of such expressions as seem to reflect
upon his judgment. I would also suggest that in your criticisms you be somewhat more explicit, as, for
instance, you say in reference to the papers read, “one of the four is open to very serious criticism,” but do
not state to which paper you refer. It seems that the first paper, (Davis, “Mind and Spirit”) has been read
by Dr. Mabie, D. L. Pierson, Prof. Kyle and Prof. Moorehead, the latter
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declaring it most excellent, and its publication has not been opposed. The second, (McRae, “Liberalism”)
has been read and accepted by Dr. Mabie, Rev. Potter, Prof. Kyle and Prof. Moorehead. The third,
(Stobo, “Apologetic Value of Paul’s Epistles) has been read and accepted by Dr. Munhall, Prof. Erdman,
Rev. Potter, D. L. Pierson, Prof. Moorehead and Prof. Kyle. So you can see that there is ground for
difference of opinion even among scholars. I presume that a great majority of the readers of The
Fundamentals are uneducated, and the criticism from my standpoint is that some of the articles are too far
above the heads of such readers, but of course they are the articles that are doubtless most appreciated by
the scholars. In providing instruction for all classes, therefore, it would seem that there should be a
considerable range in the character of the articles published. You will understand, my dear Dr. Torrey,
that my suggestion in reference to the language you may use in correspondence with Dr. Meyer is simply
because of his present weak condition. If he were well and strong, I think Christian candor would require
you to use language that would positively express your sentiments, just as you have done. The original
scheme of The Fundamentals involved twelve publications, and there are still a number of important
subjects which have not yet been considered, among them “Prophecy, Fulfilled and Unfulfilled,” “Law
and Grace,” “The Menace to the Church of Secret Societies,” and “The Errors of and Dangers From
Roman Catholicism.” I think the first of these subjects, properly treated,
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would result in a largely increased interest in the study of the Scriptures, and strengthen faith in their
inspiration. The second would set free many preachers who are tangled up in legalism, and whose range
of reading, (by reason of their poverty) is limited to a few of their own church publications, which may be
anything but helpful. Dr. Scofield promised to give us an article for the next number on this subject, but
for lack of time has been disposed to postpone its preparation. Now, for the three numbers yet to be

published, will you kindly suggest subjects which you think would be most helpful, taking into
consideration the wide range of readers? The latest report from Mr. Stephens indicates that 60,000 of the
readers have asked for the remaining volumes. This is only about twenty per cent of the number that have
been supplied to our former mailing list. Yours very sincerely,
[Unsigned]
[Letter written by Lyman Stewart]

